The production of tumor cell proteases is implicated in tumor cell invasion 
level was significantly higher in T3 and T4 tumors than in TI or T2 tumors. Analysis of prognostic factors in a group of 101 patients with non-small cell lung cancer demonstrated that those with a high ir-PMN-E had a significantly shorter overall survival vs those with a low ir-PMN-E at the cutoff point of 3.5 pg/100 mg of protein. Multivariate analysis showed that ir-PMN-E was a significant prognos¬ tic factor for early death (hazard ratio, 4.04; 95% confidence interval, 1 .65 to 9.95) (p=0.005), sug¬ gesting it was an independent marker for prognosis. Results (Fig 2) . Table 2 . There were no significant differ¬ ences in any variables between the groups. Table 3 
